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The Tasmanian High Country Riders Association (THCRA) began in 1989 with the two-fold aim of promoting trail riding, and of retaining traditionally used riding areas, especially in the Highlands.  It encourages family participation and social activities for all its members.

Members come from a variety of “horse and non-horse” backgrounds, and cover all age ranges.  Trail riding is a great way for new riders to gain confidence and knowledge, while it offers experienced riders the chance to get together with like-minded people and to explore new riding areas.  It is also a great way to keep your horse going during the off-season if you are into horse sports, or if educating a young horse in company.

The THCRA holds organised rides each month which may be anywhere in the northern regions of the state, under the guidance of a “Trail Boss”, and in accordance with the Australian Trail Horse Riders Association’s (ATHRA) Code of Conduct which promotes safety and minimal environmental impact.

Summer camps often take place over weekends, with riders having the option of attending on either day, or camping and riding on both days.

The THCRA is affiliated with ATHRA which also provided members with personal accident and public liability insurance while participating in club sanctioned trail rides.
 For further information about the THCRA and its activities please contact:

Rex Lee
  


President



0400926852
Michael Hall  


Vice President


0409273555
Betty Castles



Secretary



0428558372
Louella Raines


Ride Director



0418489277
or check with our club page on the ATHRA web site: www.athra.com.au
MEMBERSHIP: 
Single-


$90.00

Junior-


$45.00

Associate-


$35.00 (non riding member)

Memberships include a club fee plus insurance.

RIDE FEES:

Non Members-

$25.00 (max 2 rides)

Members-


$5.00 capping fee

Meetings

Club meetings are held on the last Thursday of every second month.  They are usually held at the Blue Berry Barn Café (Frankford) commencing at 7.30pm.  Members take the opportunity of enjoying a meal on these occasions, but this is optional.  All members are welcome to attend. The club is an incorporated body and is bound by the Articles of Association.  

Trail Rides

The aim is to organise a ride each month, with an occasional camp planned to coincide with long weekends or school holidays.  Members are encouraged to suggest possible venues for a ride, or assist the Ride Director organise a ride.  An effort is made to vary the day (Sat/Sun) and the countryside travelled on each ride.  Most rides are open to non-members and are advertised in the Livestock section of the local newspapers, on our website and on facebook.  Non-members are currently charged $25 to attend, with a $5 capping fee being paid by members.  When preparing for a ride, members should consider the following:

Duration/location of ride:
Day rides usually are planned to commence at 10.00am, so please ensure you arrive with plenty of time to be ready.  Rides take about 4-5 hours, but this can vary, so check with the Ride Director if this could be a problem.  Rides are usually conducted at a walking pace.
Is your horse fit enough for the planned ride? Will it move through water?

Food:

Day rides are usually conducted over the mid-day mealtime.  Riders are required to take their own refreshments.  Will your horse tether while you eat?

Remember, take a headstall and lead. Occasionally a BBQ may be planned for a ride but this will be advertised

Weather:
Dress for the weather and take waterproof clothing with you in case of a change in the weather.  Bad weather may cause a ride to be cancelled, so if in doubt check with the Ride Director.
Safety:
Although the club provides a First Aid Kit on rides, it is the responsibility of members to provide for their own first aid.  If items are used from the club’s kit, it is the responsibility of the user to replace the item.  Communication devices are provided by the club to maintain contact between the Trail Leader, Drag Rider and First Aid Officer.
Horses:
Although many of the club’s rides are “easy” it is best if horses are shod.  The Ride Director has the discretion to decide if a horse/rider is able to participate in a ride or not.
Ride Rules:
Please ensure that you have read these before participating.
Insurance 

The club provides insurance for riders through its association with ATHRA – Australian Trail Horse Riding Association.  The majority of membership/ride fees are used to meet the cost of insurance.

To obtain a copy of our Certificate of Insurance, or get details of the insurance, ask the Club Secretary.
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